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The development and spread of user-friendly environments, which has made it
possible for researchers to use corpora with no special knowledge or skills of text processing and
statistics, have contributed to the popularity of studies based on corpora. At the same time, however,
this has made corpus studies akin to a "black box," as researchers sometimes use corpus data to provide
evidence for their theories and hypotheses without examining the reliability and validity of their use.
In this project, | conducted research on the reliability and validity of the use of corpus data as
evidence for I-language studies, by examining not only corpora and the tools used to process them, but
also the terminology, concepts, methods, and methodologies often used in corpus studies.
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