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There are way expressions that appear to be exceptional with respect to the
following points: co-referential requirement between the subject and the possessive; self-propelled
motion; and obligatory path PPs. It turns out that these apparently exceptional cases arise from a
complex interplay of various factors, however. Accordingly, the following characteristics of way
expressions need to be recognized: The verbal event and the motion event are related via “ enablement
rather than “ means” ; the contribution of verb meaning is far greater; and way expressions are
fundamentally the same as lexical manner-of-motion verbs like walk and roll.
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Bill belched hisway into the room/*Bill
belched Harry’s way into the room)
Wordbank Corpus

(The

British National Corpus

Japanese paid his way to Japan)
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find one’s way
(About half its sacred
textiles had been smuggled out of Bolivia and
had found their way into American collections)
Goldberg (1995)

find one’s way

volition

(He was trying to find his way back)

way

(enabling)

‘end-up-with’

find
Find

achievement verb

(Some of the money went into the pockets

of individuals) find one’s way
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pay one’s way
I can pay my way
BNC 92 86 93.5%  Wordbank
124 91 73.4%
way
way
walk
roll

He walked along the street/He walked

(The ball rolled down the hill/The ball
rolled) way walk

She got up, elbowing her way, pushing past
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