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Competing motivations in head-dependent relations in the history of English: A
pan-chronic view of typological heterogeneity
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18 it is >’ tis 19 it is > it s
The fact is that I don’ t like it the fact is

I don” t like it

This research project addresses the following two issues. One concerns
head-dependent relations and change in morphosyntax. The contracted form ' tis (< it is) is often found
until the end of the eighteenth century, while it" s (< it is) becomes predominant in usage and frequency
from the nineteenth century onward. This radical morphosyntactic change is brought about by the Great
Vowel Shift, i.e. the long term change of the sound system roughly in 1500 through 1700. The other
centers on head-dependent relations and change with respect to the flow of information in discourse. In
the sentence The fact is that | don’ t like it, the first part the fact is can be regarded as head and
the second part I don’ t like it as dependent from a syntactic point of view; however, viewed from the
perspective of information flow and status, the second part becomes primary. This change, i.e. from
subordinate clause to main clause, is witnessed in a variety of languages, known as insubordination.
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