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This research aimed to investigate what kind of Japanese was acquired by learners
of Japanese in non-Japanese environments, and what these learners would newly acquire after moving to
Japan. Most of the research subjects were forei?n students staying in Japan for a short time. Natural
conversations in contact and study situations along with attitude surveys based on semi-structured
interviews were collected twice; the first was immediately after the subjects had arrived in Japan, and
the second was approximately one year after. Upon completing the analyses of three focused areas, which
are (1) the analysis of adjustment behavior on the negotiation of meaning in contact situations, (2% the
analysis of topic chains on verbal behavior to maintain small talk or “ chatting,” and (3) the analysis
of learner awareness on the selection of utterance styles, the observation and analysis results of the
data demonstrated differences and the broadening of verbal behavior variations.
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