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The Development of an Online Self-Study Vocabulary Learning Program to Promote
Network Building of L2 Lexical Knowledge
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In this project we developed the Word Cluster Master Program (WCMP), an online
self-study English vocabulary learning program to deepen the L2 lexical knowledge of Japanese EFL
learners at college level and promote network building in their mental lexicons. The program contains 12
units, each of them with four to five “ study clusters.” A study cluster is composed of a core word
gbasic English verb) and five cluster words, verbs semantically related to the core. The menu for

earning starts with Presentation introducing a “ study cluster” , followed by Self-Diagnosis, Learning,
and then Reinforcement. Students work with WCMP on PCs inside and outside the English classroom. It was
confirmed that the self-study vocabulary learning program was effective in promoting the deepening and
restructuring of the target lexical knowledge.
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