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The effects of construal awareness and frequency on the learning of the English
subject by adults with first language Japanese
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Previous studies of applied cognitive linguistics have shown that Japanese
students’ difficulties in learning the English subject-predicate construction reflect a construal
difference between En?Iish and Japanese. This study examined the effect of raising awareness of
prototypical construal of English on the learning of the English subject-predicate construction. The
participants were Japanese undergraduates studying English as a foreign language. The results revealed
that the construal awareness was effective in both written and oral production immediately after the
instruction. The study also found that its effect did not lead to a sudden abstraction but that the
construction was learned on the basis of concrete expressions in meaningful language use in an item-based
manner .
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