©
2013 2016

foreign accent influence on L2 English speech comprehension by Japanese EFL
earners
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The present study aims to examine how foreign accents derived from one’ s
first language (L1) affect second language (L2) sentence comprehension processes in communications
between non-native speakers of English from different L1 backgrounds. Japanese L1 learners of L2
English listened to a series of English sentences produced by Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Thai L1

speakers. The listeners found English utterances by Japanese and Korean speakers easy to
understand, possibly due to the similarity in phonetic and phonological features between the two

Ian%uages, while the Chinese and Thai speakers’ English utterances posed comprehension
difficulties.
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Mandarin ~ Japanese Korean Indonesian Arabic  Vietnamese
WeakAccent  413(1.89)  4.97(150) 452(196) 526(1.74) 565(169) 6.26(152)
StrongAccent  4.75(1.75)  4.04(198) 489 (L85) 5.33(1.78) 6.03(164)  6.06(L62)
Difference 062 0.93 037 007 038 -0.20
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Mandarin ~ Japanese Korean Indonesian Arahic Vietnamese
WeakAccent  4.69(145)  517(145) 6.09(157) 565(138) 4.84(138)  5.03(1.26)
StongAccent 422(141)  499(L42)  440(L41)  60L(L6L) 492(L41)  4.99(139)
Difference 047 -0.18 -1.69 0.36 0.08 -0.04
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Intelligibility Comprehensibility Reaction time (z-score)
Chinese 5.73 (1.85) 4.01 (1.50) 0.08 (0.28)
Japanese 5.82 (0.98) 3.91 (1.12) 0.09 (0.37)
Korean 5.73 (1.35) 416 (1.41) -0.14 (0.26)
Thai 5.64 (1.36) 3.74 (1.06) -0.05 (0.21)
Intelligibility Comprehensibility Reaction time (z-score)
Chinese 5.60 (1.51) 4.64 (0.82) 0.093 (0.389)
Japanese 5.90 (0.88) 3.76 (1.53) -0.030 (0.225)
Korean 5.90 (1.73) 3.97 (1.35) -0.185 (0.269)
Thai 5.40 (1.17) 4.69 (0.77) 0.123 (0.205)
Intelligibility JPN-ENG likeness Reaction time (z-score)
Chinese 6.25 (1.18) 4.64 (0.82) -0.11 (0.30)
Japanese 7.00 (0.89) 3.76 (1.53) -0.33 (0.30)
Korean 6.81 (1.22) 3.97 (1.35) -0.22 (0.34)
Thai 6.56 (0.73) 4.69 (0.77) 0.07 (0.45)
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