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This paper presents an analysis of a variety of historical records, editorials,
reports, and other materials dealing with the plans for an Asian economic bloc advocated in Japan between
1931 and 1945, dividing them into three major periods, and illustrates their connections to the
geographic expansion and contraction of the bloc over time. The policy measures and demands arising from

the expansion of the bloc were linked with concerns about the world economy and Japan’ s position inside
the bloc, the logic behind them changing according to different political actors and advocates. With the

contraction of the bloc from the second half of 1943, its connection to Southeast Asia weakened and the
policies changed to place key importance on development in and links to East Asia.
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