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Turning School Records into Historical Documents and Exploring Ways of Using
These to Write Local History
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A variety of different types of records are held by primary schools in

Japan. In old schools, these records date back to the late 19th Century. Amongst these various forms
of records, the School Diaries are especially important. These diaries provide not only a detailed
day-to-day record of what was happening in the schools, but they also provide a record of events
happening in the school district as well. This is because local schools also served the function of
community centers during this period. In this research project, we have catalogued the various
records held in old primary schools. Furthermore, we have photographed by page the contents of
surviving School Diaries up until the end of 1946, the year after Japan®s defeat in the Pacific War,
and classified and analyzed the contents. This process is still uncompleted, but we have already
held an exhibition of the completed parts to explore local history in the early Showa Period and to
publicize the importance of these records.
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