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Research in the Reforms of the Eight Banners during the Reign of Emperor
Yongzheng of the Qing Dynasty and the Appointment of Bannermen Bureaucrats
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This research analyzes the appointment of bannermen bureaucrats during the

reign of Emperor Yongzheng (1722-35), fifth emperor of the Qing Dynasty. The structure of authority
in the court during this period was also reexamined by clarifying the characteristics and
relationship to the reforms of the Eight Banner implemented by Emperor Yongzheng. Upon his
accession as emperor, he assessed the capabilities and qualifications of former vassals while he was
imperial prince and effectively appointed them to important posts as pawns. Meanwhile, he formed a
new Upper Three Banners structure by changing the affiliation of bannermen bureaucrats who were
attached to banner princes (powerful imperial family members) of the Lower Five Banners to the Upper
Three Banners that ruled them. The research also clarified that, at this time, Emperor Yongzheng
showed consideration for the banner princes and was careful to preserve the existing eight banner
structure.
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