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Palmyra, a city in the Syrian Desert, grew rich from the caravan trade during
the first three centuries of our Era. Characteristics of the Palmyrene art can best be observed in three
main types of funerary sculptures: plaques with relief carvings,sarcophagi and the funerary statues.

For this study, | investigated Palmyrene sculptures kept in museums in Italy, Turkey, the U.K.,and
Russia. The focus of my study was the container held by the main figure in the banquet reliefs. Based on
my comparative study of containers similar to ours that have been unearthed in the Mediterranean and West
Asiatic world, | suggest that the container held by the main figure in the Palm¥rene banquet reliefs was
not a glazed pottery but was made of either glass or metal. Some citizens of Palmyra were wealthy enough
to afford to use metal and glass ware in the banquet. Incidentally | have also noted some eastern
influence in the footwear the main figure of banquest scenes of Palmyra.
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