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Theory building on analyzing the functions of private mediation
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Efforts to theory building on modern mediation have been done. Mediation
procedures are used in the various contexts and in the various ideologies. Japanese scholars and
practitioners have not reached their consensus why mediation procedures are useful in our society.Though
modern mediation training programs have been introduced in Japan, many of them regard them as mere bunch
of manipulative techniques.Then, making the bridge between the theories and practices is crucial in the
field.Through examining practicing mediation in Japan (especially in the private ADR centers), the author
proposed a framework of mediation practices.The framework was introduced by the book long literature at
the JCA journal. In the framework, mediation should not be understood as a cheap method to obtain
standardized solution, but it can be conceptualized as an opportunity that people in trouble are
supported by mediators and the environment in order to explore their customized plans.
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