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The Sharia and the state: Islamic jurisprudence towards modernization
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The purpose of the present study is to offer new perspectives on the
modernization of laws in Middle East, which has hitherto been considered in contexts of the
Westernization of laws during the 19th century, by scrutinizing some changes in pre-modern Islamic
jurisprudence. As the most notable change, an increasingly evident theoretical move since the
establishment of the Sharia (Islamic law) toward a standardization or unification of legal doctrines was
discussed. Among others, | focused on the impact of the state and its laws on the Sharia, which might be
deemed as one of the elements promoting this move, on the one hand, and some problematic features of the
Sunni four legal schools system.
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