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Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction and related
Japanese Legal Systems
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In Japan, when one parent removes a child from the home, the other parent may
file a writ of habeas corpus or a petition for a provisional order prior to the rulings at a court.
However, the procedures and results of such family cases are different from cases related to Hague
Convention on International Child Abduction. First, | studied the mechanism of the Japanese legal system
in relation to domestic parental kidnapping. The results revealed that there are no effective systems to
return the child to the parent promptly. Second, 1 examined the relocation provision and the findings
revealed that it is effective in preventing child abduction and acts as a protective measure for the
parent sufferings from domestic violence in the United States.

Family conflicts and parental kidnapping are not only private disputes, but also important public
issues. It is important for Japan to have a national policy of intervention in family disputes for
protecting the best interests of the child.
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