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In the Downsian spatial voting theory, the parties are assumed to determine their
policies so that their numbers of votes obtained should be maximized (realistic parties). In the actual
elections in Japan, there are parties which determine their policies based only on principled grounds
(fundamental parties).

Existence of fundamental parties affects the election returns. It means that the traditional Downsian
model might be unrealistic in Japan. In the present study, we formulate an election as a game for
extensive form, and investigate the possible existence of sub?ame perfect equilibriums (including epsilon
equilibriums) under various conditions. Empirical works are also carried out to check whether the results
partially explain the national elections in Japan. From quantitative point of view, empirical results are
sometimes not explained by the theoretical prediction. Possible effects of regional ununiformity are also
investigated.
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