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Determinants of Long-Term Unions
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We find that a typical, 18 year-old woman with no prior unions has a 22 % chance
of cohabiting or marrying within 4 years and maintaining the union for 12+ years; this predicted
probability remains steady until the woman nears age 30, when it falls to 17 %. We also find that unions
entered via cohabitation contribute significantly to the likelihood of experiencing a long-term union,
and that this contribution grows with age and (with age held constant) as women move from first to second
unions. This finding reflects the fact that the high probability of entering a cohabiting union more than
offsets the relatively low probability of maintaining it for the long-term. Finallg, the likelihood of
forming a union and maintaining it for the long-term is highly sensitive to race, but is largely

invariant to factors that can be manipulated by public policy such as divorce laws, welfare benefits, and
income tax laws.
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