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Sociological study into points of commonality between modern Japan®s "disparity
problem™ and prewar Japan®s "disparity problem"
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By scrutinizing the social circumstances of prewar Japan, which included widening
disparity in personal income, this study attempts to derive suggestions regarding the course of modern
Japanese society. In the prewar era during and after the latter part of the Taisho period, difficulties
for the middle class in earning a living, difficulty in finding employment for holders of higher
education, and other such problems due to economic downturn were frequently discussed. The Great Kanto
earthquake also exerted a major influence on social trends of thought. These matters have strong
parallels to Japan®s current circumstances. In ﬁarticular, the words and actions of the wealthy and
captains of major corporations in relation to these problems profoundly influenced the subsequent passage
of history leading to the wartime system. In modern Japan as well, the words and deeds of such persons
might potentially affect future social circumstances.
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