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The traditional urban festival in Japan has been held by every local
community. And the organizer, the performer and the audience were the residents of the same
community. Therefore, a great variety of festivals have existed in Japan. But, from 1970"s the
structure of Japanese festivals were transforming gradually, and new type of festivals, for example

"Yosakoi Festivals™ and "AWA Dance Festivals", were diffusing rapidly in the whole of Japan.

In this study I have investigated these two groups of Japanese festivals, and have made clear the
followin% two questions. First, who is the organizer, the perfomer and the audience of these new
type of festivals? Second, what type of merits and demerits for the persons concerned are resulting
from the transformation of Japanese festivals?
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