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Mul}i—angle Study of Changes in Japanese Families: An Attempt at Integrative Data
Analysis
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We compiled a database of survey questions used in quantitative family research
in Japan. The database is organized by topics and includes a list of questions and response categories
and details of the data collection method. From the database, we identified themes that can be analyzed
using “ integrative data analysis.” Such themes include the division of and time spent on housework and
childcare; communication, companionship and decision-making between partners; relationship satisfaction;
and ideas regarding families. In addition, we undertook an Internet survey (n=1271) in order to compare
the response patterns when different response categories are used on the same question and when different
guestions are asked on the same phenomenon. We also conducted face-to-face interviews with 6 married
couples on the survey questions in order to understand these response patterns.
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