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In our study, we clarified the following; first, we found third sector
organisations devised the way to provide public service in their own unique way. They produce not
only goods and service but also added-value such as community building. Second, in local councils
surveyed, front-line officers have been struggling for de facto partnership relationships with third

sector organisations in order to reflect social value in public commissioning, even though formal
partnership policy had abolished in 2010. This means front-line officers recognise the specific
characteristics_of third sector organisations. Finally, Local councils in the UK and Japan face the
same challenge in the local public service commissioning. We conclude that sustainable partnership

between public-third sector depends on how front-line officers exercise their discretion and this is
the research task from now on.
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