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Functions of procedural fairness in consensus building in controversial cases:
influence of agenda setting and involvement on the acceptance
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This study explored the conditions for achieving consensus through constructive
dialogues in controversial cases, and obtained three findings as following. 1) A survey about a case
study of a plan for wind power plant in Zenibako coast Hokkaido is conducted. The results revealed the
significance of procedural fairness for public acceptance, particularly when trust in the government is
low. 2) A hypothetical scenario experiment is conducted using a case of Horonobe Underground Research
Center. The results indicated that protected values, which resist tradeoffs with the other values, can be
lessened by a fair procedure of abandonment of authority control. 3) We developed a "Consensus Building
of Wind Farm Game", simulated a both a social dilemma and zero-sum conflict. The results from conducting
10 games showed that shared recognition of common goal plays an important role in consensus building and
satisfaction of the players.
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