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The present study aimed to examine the effect of the writing habits and
handedness on the development of children’ s figure-drawings. The participants, who were kindergarteners
and elementary school children from Japan and GermanK, were asked to draw figures such as a circle and
triangle by one stroke and to write some letters in his or her native language. The results did not show
the significant cultural difference in figure-drawings among kindergarteners but showed it between
Japanese and German elementary school children. The differences in figure-drawings were also found
between right- and left-handed children. The results on writing tasks revealed that the writing skills of
elementary school children were significantly higher than those of kindergarteners in Japan and Germany.
These results suggested both writing habits and handedness influenced the development of children’ s
figure-drawings.
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