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Study on the learning method to enhance the application possibilities
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Undergraduates and children (age 6-11) wrer trained arbitrary A-C relation of
unfamiliar figures with three different methods: (1) Direct training with matching to sample (MTS), (2)
Verbal instruction with a graphical illustration and nicknames, (3) Emerged A-C relation as a
transitivity relation by the equivalence relations which was trained with MTS. After they acquired the
original stimulus relation completely, they were trained a new stimulus relation with MTS. The
sensitivity for the new relation was measured by the number of trials required for training and the
number of errors. The sensitivity was high in both direct training and emerged group and low in verbally
instructed group. The results suggests that the experience of error in original learning has an influence
on the sensitivity for the change of contingency.
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