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Characteristics of a temple as an educational and cultural centre in a community in
the early modern period in Japan: from a viewpoint of combining Buddhist history
and educational history
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Basically a temple is a religious facility in faith and prayer. And also from a
historical viewpoint, each that was a place for being studied Buddhist scriptures or Chinese classics by
scholar priests, for bein? given lessons in writing and reading to common folks and for being forming a
collection of books. Until the system of the modern school education had developed in Japan, that is to
say, in the early modern society, each temple served a function of academic learning centre, school and
library. A historical research in a temple as an educational and cultural centre in a community can be
studied to explore a diverse situations and opportunities of learning in that society

This study is to be aimed at combining Buddhist history and educational history and particularly the
present writer considers significances of a role of a priest as a writing-master in a community and
characteristics of activities of one as a learner at private academies (Shijuku).
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