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The aim of this study is to provide a realistic example of privatisation of
school management as a result of drastic educational reform in UK.We focused on free schools as an

example of catchment free, self-management type of schools. Having done several interviews to principals
of secondary and primary schools in Devon, we found that free school choice could give rise to local
conflict between affluent families and lower-middle or labour class families. Ongoing Educational reform
in UK has a high risk of segmentation of local communities. In other words educational reform under the
ideology of marketisation or privatisation is likely to be in favour of haves rather than have-nots. The
implication form this study for Japanese educational reform is that we should be very careful and take
more time before rushing to abolish our school catchment system and adopt free school choice.
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