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Influence on the Profitability of Lumber Mills by FIT Program and Life Cycle
Assessment of Woody Biomass Power Generation.

KOMATA, Hirotaka
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Economic impact to a lumber mill by the beginning of FIT program and
environmental impact of woody biomass power generation/combined heat and power (CHP) systems were
evaluated. We created a “ virtual lumber mill business simulator” and assessed the profitability of
lumber mills by setting up a variety of scenarios, based on variables such as log purchase price and wood
chip selling price. Environmental impact assessments of each energy production system were performed
based on life cycle impact assessment(LCIA), and woody biomass systems are more eco-friendly than
substitutional fossil fuel systems.
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