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Estimation of fetotoxicity of chemical compounds with human fetal liver cells and
molecular basis of their toxicities
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Fetotoxicity of chemical compounds was investigated with human fetal liver cells.
Among the chemical compounds examined, tamoxifen, diclofenac, and retinoic acid induced strong
cytotoxicity, from which glutathione S-transferase did not protect human fetal liver cells. A lot of test
compounds induced the expression of drug-metabolizing enzymes such as cytochrome P450s and
sulfotransferases in human fetal liver cells.
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