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Elucidating roles of plasmin in blister formation of bullous pemphigoid
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Bullous pemphigoid (BP) is an autoimmune blistering disease. The aim of this
study is to address the pathogenic roles of plasmin, a protease present in blister fluids of BP, which is
known to cleave COL17. We first identified cleavage sites of COL17 by plasmin, and based on this data,
cleavage site-specific antibodies were generated. The antibodies revealed that COL17 is actually cleaved
by plasmin in lesional skin of certain numbers of BP patients.
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