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Serological and genetical study in Japanese dermatitis herpetiformis
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Dermatitis herpetiformis (DH) is an extremely pruritic bullous disease, and it
preferentially affects Caucasians rather than Japanese. Although gluten sensitivity is considered to
develop DH in Caucasian patients, Japanese patients with DH rarelx have gluten sensitivity. In this study
we found that no Japanese DH patients had HLA-DQ2, and only one-third of Japanese DH patients had
HLA-DQ8, despite the fact that almost all Caucasian DH patients bear HLA-DQ2 or -DQ8. Pathogenic
autoantibodies, anti-epidermal transglutaminase antibodies, were detected in only two-thirds of Japanese
DH patients. This study suggested the possible existence of different cause other than gluten sensitivity
in Japanese DH patients.
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