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The useful factor which can predict the existence of the testicular sperm in the
case of microdissection testicular sperm extraction (Micro-TESE) has not been established, so we focused
on Urocortin as a new molecular biological marker. In this study, we showed that the expression levels of
Urocortin changed in response to exogeneous stress. In additon, we showed a negative correlation between
the urocortin expression and the proportion of germ cells undergoing apoptosis. It has been said that the
close control of germ cells by apotosis is necessary for normal spermatogenesis; so, from this
perspective, it was suggested that Urocortin could be a factor which can predict the existence of the
testicular sperm.
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