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Establishment of a structural model of the strength of regional co-assistance for
safeguarding health (hereafter, simply regional-co-assistance strength) in the event of a disaster and
extraction of evaluation items from the model were set as the targets of this study. Accordin? to the
results of two preliminary surveys, the regional-co-assistance strength is composed of the following
factors: human relations in the regions concerned, self-initiative of voluntar¥ organizations for
disaster prevention, leadership ability of the leaders of organizations, social capital of regions, and
the state of activities of regional organizations. These fives factors were supposed to form a framework
for evaluating the regional-co-assistance strength, and the results of the surveys revealed the relations
between all five factors and the regional-co-assistance strength. It is thus implied that these factors
can be utilized as items for evaluating the regional-co-assistance strength.
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