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Ethical coping with refusal treatment of eating disorders
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Regarding response to treatment rejection of patients with eating disorders,
two points- "best interest” and "mental capacity" were extracted by literature research. As a
result of investigating the consciousness of experts of eating disorders treatment in Japan,
compulsive treatment was choosed at the time of life crisis, because of considering "best interest”
in eating disorders patients is life sustaining, while "mental capacity” of eating disorders
patients was acknowledged. It became clear that the thought on forced treatment is thought by the
health administration side as well. Even in comparison with overseas, the tendency to select
compulsive treatment at the time of life crisis was recognized as well, while admitting certain
mental capacity. However, in Japan, there was a characteristic that there was a strong tendency to
make consent for families as to the basis of compulsive treatment.
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Mental
Capacity Act (U.K. 2005) 5
Presumption of capacity

Maximizing
decision-making capacity
The freedom to make unwise decisions
The least
restrictive alternative
Best interests
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