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This study attempts a phenomenological analysis of the corporeal schema or
body-image in contemporary cyberculture, for example digital performances and Japanese animation
films. In particular, the analysis focuses on works of Merce Cunnigham and Hastune Miku, or“ Ghost
in the Shell” and* Innocence.”

The analysis reveals that our understanding of the body is socially constructed and such social
constructionist perspective of the body opens possibilities of various interpretations. According to
the schema and image, the construction of the body is not merely an abstract concept but has
boundaries defined 1n concrete conditions. This construction can only have the contingent
foundation. Also, the body can be constructed by networks and interactions with' others.’ This
understanding of the body may include' others’ that cannot be understood or valued by humanism. This
study shows that a new trend in cyberculture criticizes humanism and suggests an importance of
posthumanistic thinking.
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