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Historical Investigations on "Rika and Science" Education in Middle Meiji Era by
Searching Students® Science Notebooks and Reconstruction of Those Valuable
Essentials

Kobayashi, Akizo
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We found varieties of students® notebooks on science in Middle Meiji Era (MME) in
various regions of Japan. By investigating those valuable primary documents, "Buturi Hikki and Kagaku
Hikki™, we revealed new insights into Japanese science education and clarified real situations of those
in MME. We disclosed how science and mathematics was taught by using these text books and experimental
tools in those school of MME. Especially most important recent results are verifications of the real
usage of the "Shogakko Seitoyo Butsurisho" Physics for Elementary School Students in English, by various
note or memo written by pupils or teachers of primary school of Niigata, Saitama, Gunma in MME.
Furthermore, we gained new understandings on how Japanese teachers developed their own styles of science
teaching based on Japanese culture and how they cached up to the top level of the worlds in physics,
chemistry, physiology, mathematics etc. by developing global connections and hands-on tools in MME.
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