2013 2015

A research on disaster time capsules
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There are a variety of ways to convey materials and memories about disaster for
the future generation. Disaster time capsule is one of these. The first disaster time capsule in modern
Japan dates from 1893. A kind of disaster time capsule made by Rikkyo Gakko contains documents about
Meiji Tokyo Earthquake. Ex-mayor of Tokyo, NAGATA Hidejiro made special container to preserve lists of
dead people of the Great Kanto Earthquake in1923 for 10,000 years in Koyasan. In the case of the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995, two disaster time capsule were dedicated into the torii,a gate of the
Japanese Shinto Shirine. One is at Osaka Tenmangu in Osaka, the other is at Minatogawa Jinja in Kobe.The
effective use of disaster time capsule has possibility of preventing weathering of memories about
disasters.
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a container used to store for
posterity a selection of objects thought to
be representative of life at a particular
time”
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Indestructible Container to Keep Records 10,000 Years

EOPLE living 10,000 years

hence will have an opportu-
nity to know what manner of
people we of this age are through
a scheme devised recently by a
Japanese scientist which makes
use of a special indestructible
container that will preserve rec-
ords intact against the ravages of
milleniums.

Records describing conditions
of the present will be written in
Chinese ink on scrolls of dark
blue Japanese paper, which is
said to be more durable than any
other material. Of especial in-
terest in this project is the unique
container in which the scrolls
will be kept to inform the peoples
of far-off centuries what things
were like in this era. The inner
container consists of a jar made
of rods of fused quartz crystal
and lined with asbestos-covered
bands as illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing.

Bound with ashestos braid and

tape, this jar will be exhausted of
air, sealed at the top and then
placed in an intermediate lead
container. Finally the lead con-
tainer will be sealed and placed
in a cylinder af carborundum.
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Records to be kept for people living 10,000 years hence will be
sealed in containers as shown above and buried in earth.
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