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Henry James, an Irish American Novelist, never visited Japan during his
lifetime. However, in 1905, the second year of the Russo-Japanese War, he dined with Theodore
Roosevelt in Washington D. C., who had been trying to end the war. In addition, the presence of
Okakura Tenshin, a famous Japanese art critic of the Meiji Period, made James think of his American
selfhood as well as the meaning of being an outsider and an expatriate.

The fact that many Japonisme enthusiasts in Boston flocked to Venice means that they also struggled

to find their own selfhood through the contact of the unknown culture. It is possible to say that

those Bostonians thought themselves outsiders and felt uncomfortable in Boston even though they were
born and brought up there.

Therefore, the study of the relationship between James and Japan has led to elucidate the cultural
characteristics specific to late nineteenth-century America, especially Boston.
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