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The history of Cambridge Union Society, its activities, the style of debating
have been outlined to provide basic sources of information and to establish the basis for the research.
Then, findings about typical forms and styles in argumentative discourse in English, obtained from
analyzing actual debates and videos, have been integrated into the attempt to approach European tradition
of rhetoric and the Japanese ways of dealing with the use of language in debating.
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Richard Dawkins (“This
House Believes Religion Has No Place In
The 21st Century”, Cambridge), Craig
Murray (“Don't Dream The American
Dream”, Oxford Union), Alister McGrath
(“Too Much Trust Is Placed in Science”,
Oxford), Stephen Fry (“Classical Music
Cannot Be Irrelevant To Today's Youth”,
Cambridge).
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motion

want to talk about ... / first of all



[ 1]

----(I_.am not here to bury
popular music, I am not here to
dispraise...I have to ... [Fry] / L am here
tonight to say...[McGrath] / ’'m not going
to be talking about moral issues... 'm_
going to be talking as a scientist passionate
about scientific truths. So I won’t say I
don’t really care whether ... but what I care
about is ...[Dawkins])

Fry (my
experience of classical music [Fry])

(I love the idea of dance [Fryl)
2
bathos

(Think of .../ Imagine ... / Fancy, fancy
Mozart dying in the pauper’s grave.[Fryl
Many of us would say, “...” [McGrath] I
think most of you know the kind of think I
mean. [McGrath])

(You can love two different things at once
and not explode or be a hypocrite.[Fryl)

bathos
Ladies and gentlemen,
professors and deans, undergraduates,
post graduates, pre-graduates, boys and
girls, darlings and sordid media scum.

Dubstep
is my life.

(I'm not going to be rude about
the second speaker for the proposition
because he is an intellectual and I have no
idea of what he said.[Murrayl)

(I love the idea of
dance. It so happens my legs were not
equipped to be able to do it.[Fryl)

(It’s not necessary to dislike Americans. I
only do it as a hobby. [Murray])

(The idea that every generation
will have a standard of living better than
the last. The idea that anybody can become
president. Well, if you saw George W. Bush
we all thought anybody can become
president.[Murray] It is an important part,
but it is only a part. [McGrath] There are
other things we need to look at as well.
[McGrathl)

(They don’t deserve
to hear that? [Fryl
)

(He is
absolutely right when he says ...
[McGrathl)

(Richard Dawkins

and I disagree on quite a few things, for
example the question of God and the
meaning of life [McGrath])

(ust
to mention two small matters. [McGrathl)

(Let’s take a stage
further [McGrathl)
[ N
[ - 1
. Itis .. [Fry))

(It’s not about

The point
I'm going to make here---and I think you
got it already---is ...[McGrath]

[ 1]



I want to
emphasize ... / I want to say to you ...
McGrath]

end rhyme: (These
were not just samples and examples of
what is purely and only for the elite.) /
word: (It’s snobbery, rack snobbery.) /
phrase: Quite another thing. Quite another
thing.) clause/sentence: (All that requires
is that you listen, you actually listen.) (
Fry)

(It is not necessary to ... It is
not necessary to ... [Murrayl)

(I love
science, I am a lover of science [McGrathl)
( )
(love, hope, triumph, and
magnificence---and all these things [Fryl)

(The
truth is ... [Murray])
(Look at .../ Think
about ...[Dawkins]/ Think how ...
[Dawkins]) (Fancy ... [Fry]

)
(Let’s ... [McGrathl]
[ 1]
[because]
because
McGrath
[ 1 (we do not tell the

full picture if we don’t ...[McGrath] given
... [Dawkins])

] Gtcanbe.../ you
could .../ you may ...)

L 1 dtis
impossible to ...)

[ 1 (but / however / although /
nevertheless)

[ 1 (has nothing to do with
...[Fryl)

[ ] (You cannot

resort to ... as an explanation of ...)

1

A concerto ... 1s an individual voice
crying out and trying to make a statement
of some kind and it’s often drowned out by
the orchestra and it fights back. And the
orchestra fights back and it fights back.
[Fry] I'ma
wounded lover of science [McGrathl]

I love science.

: There is a round table at
which science is an honored and welcome
member. [McGrathl]

union debate

King
Arthur
( Science is
on a journey. --- )
2

I disagree with ...



( : the
finest university in the world. [Fry]).

allusion
Oxbridge

inventio, dispositio,
elaboratio (decoratio) [ ]

Khan

Cambridge Union

Magpie and
Stump Debating Society (Trinity College,
Cambridge, 1866-1926)
motion

The half is greater than
the whole. 1/2 / Black
is white.

phrasing

although, till, law

point of information

union debate
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