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An Empirical Research on selection among intransitive, transitive, and passive
verbs in Japanese and language transfer of Japanese learner
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The correct use of intransitive, transitive, and passive sentences is difficult
for L2 learners of Japanese. In this project, we compare the tendency of selections by native Japanese
speakers and Japanese learners of English, Chinese, Korean, Uzbek, Melayu, Khmer native speakers. The
results of a survey suggest that native Japanese speakers generally abstain from selecting transitive
sentences if they are not strongly aware of the existence of an agent. On the other hand, learners of
Japanese tend to select transitive sentences or passive sentences if they are conscious of the existence
of an agent. Moreover, the results shows, that in events where damage is expressed by natural forces
(e.g. “ Kasai de ie ga yaketa” ) or human-induced change to the (semantic role of) theme (e.g. “ Sa, niku
ga yaketa yo” ), native Japanese speakers tend to select intransitive sentences, whereas learners of
Japanese tend to select passive sentences.
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