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This research aims at (1) the spread of Forensic Linguistics in Japanese
society and (2) its application to ESL education.
Fruit of (1): As for the vague criteria "indication of fact (which lowers someone"s reputation)"”
required in judging a case as defamation, we made a linguistic analysis focusing on verbal
expressions aﬁpeared in defamation cases. In almost all cases we observe, the presence of verbal
expressions which denote a particular type of event can be observed. Such expressions represent a
certain type of event in which the victim of defamation is interpreted as an intentional subject of
the action that the verb denotes, and the action badly influences someone.
Fruit of (2): We introduced materials of Forensic Lin?uistics to an ESL class and found out that
this method is very effective to foster students® analytical thinking and strengthen their command
of English.
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About how fast were the
cars going when they smashed into each
other?

{collided with / bumped into /
hit / contacted}

smashed collided/
bumped / hit / contacted
2 “ Did
you see any broken glass?"
1 smashed
yes
1
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(touch, hit, Kiss, slap,
kick, seize, push, wipe, rub )
[XACT ON-y]
(break, cut, shatter )
[[x ACT ON-y] CAUSE [BECOME[y BE AT-z]11]
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break / shatter

smash  to pieces ( )

to pieces
bump (
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Levin(1993)

hit / touch

bump
smash collide
bump

Bumped Hit

hit contact hit
hit

contact ( )

touch

( 1996:256) Levin
(1993) hit touch Verbs of
Contact by Impact Verbs of Contact: Touch
Verbs

Paula hit/kicked the door open.
*Carrie touched the door open.(* )
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(idiosyncratic)

Smashed:

Collided:
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Bumped:

Hit:
Contacted:
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