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The present study advances research on marginal urban social groups in the modern
and contemporary eras with an interdisciplinary approach that encompasses such fields as urban history,
urban social studies, and anthropology. Specifically, it reveals the realities of the spacial
distribution, modes of labor, living situation, lifestyle, and social relations of urban lower classes in
Osaka, Japan and in Busan and Cheju Island, Korea. Additionally, it sheds light on the individual life
histories of Korean migrants from Cheju Island to Ikuno in Osaka from the perspective of immigration
history.

In add%tion to this comparative approach between Japan and Korea, this study also draws connections with
French history. Along with an analysis of the lifestyle, living situation, and social relations of the
lower classes of Paris’ s urban periphery and “ suburban” areas across different historical periods, we
reveal the commonalities and differences between Paris, Osaka, and Busan.
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