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This study was carried out through field research on the Native Court and legal
culture in Sabah (former North Borneo), Malaysia. As a result, it is revealed that whereas the Native
Court was for the British during the rule period an instrument for dividing and ruling the ethnic groups
of Sabah, the Court has been for the people in general a device for the strategy of maintaining their
ethnic identity as the “ Native Sabahan” by means of actively maniﬁulating their indigenous (or
customary) law, and that the animistic world view which underlies the indigenous law has been a motive
power of their strategy.



1980

(Native Court)

(Natives)

(living

law)

(Semporna District)

25 8 9 26 8 9 2
1882 1942
1946
1963
19
1990

25 2 3



26 8 9

Sharifah Zaleha 1993

1995 54

1995

(Native Sabahan)

(ADR)

Sharifah Zaleha bt Syed Hassan,
Native Courts and the Construction of
Modern Legal Thinking in Sabah: A
Case Study, Borneo Review, Vol. 4, No. 1,
1993, 83-97



Indigenous Law and the Native

Court in Sabah Symposium on
Sabah Native Customary Law
2013 9 2
O
O
@

MIYAMOTO, Masaru

@

®



