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This project firstly considers the Centennial Exhibition of 1876, concerning the
importance for the participation of foreign countries. While many countries participated in the
exhibition, this project focuses on China’ s and Japan’ s participation. Comparisons of the exhibits from
China and Japan were viewed with considerations of “ progress.” At that time, Japan was valued as
“ progressive” and China was valued as “ unprogressive.” While Japan was considered “ progress” during
the exhibition, she was also regarded to be the lesser race.

This project secondly focuses on Machinery Hall, one of the main pavilions at the exhibition, and the
machinery exhibited at the Hall. America®s exhibits, particularly its machinery, attracted much attention
at the exhibition. America"s machine technology ---- symbolized by a Corliss engine ---- contributed much
to the elevation of the country’ s international status, which was the purpose of the exhibition.
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