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Many studies have analyzed care systems based on the concept of
"defamilialization.” This study extends this concept to the understanding of public aid policies for
education by examinin% Sweden’ s welfare and education budget. In the economic crises of the 1990s, the
Swedish government reformed its budgetary system; when public debt peaked, it increased financial aid for
university students while cutting the budget for the elderly. The budgetary reform committee was
comprised of researchers and politicians. Politicians understood that reform was necessary and pushed it
through, though it meant a loss of their political power.
This study suggests that to promote early-life defamilialization through childcare and education, pension
reform is necessary and employment among the elderly should be facilitated. It asserts that the concept
of defamilialization must be broadened and that education, work, and welfare policies should be
comprehensively considered across the life course.
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