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A Study towards Developing a Community Disaster Response System - Empowering
Community Residents in Disaster
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This study investigated community disaster response systems in the US and Japan.

Interviews were conducted with the Office of Emergency Management and Community Emergency Response Teams
in California, New York and Washington DC. In Minato-district of Japan, the participants in the community
disaster response seminar by CERT trainers and leaders from San Francisco and New York were studied,
using a questionnaire, to investigate their disaster awareness. Suggestions for developing a community
disaster response system in Japan are that: not only local government but also central government can
Blay an_important role in community disaster management; disaster training include developing people’ s
asic disaster response skills (such as first aid) in addition to their specific skills to respond to
local disasters; and a pre-register system of disaster volunteers in accordance with their professional

skills be developed.
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