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When a disaster occurs,local residents help each other and people, including
disaster volunteers, from outside, support survivors and victims. The survivors attempt to pay the
support back. However, they are likely to have no chance to pay it back, rather returning to their
ordinary lives with some sense of debt. Later, once other disasters happen, they may attempt to forward
it to someone else in the future(i.e., Pay-lt-Forward Network, PIF network). The present project
identified that socio-psychological sense of debt motivated people to help the new survivors, while
helping the survivors led their own area to recovery. According to the review from various fields of
research, it was concluded that cultural factors may influence the PIF network. and that it was difficult
to obtain the whole picture of the large PIF network. Action research revealed that individual
relationship formed through the PIF network should be maintained, while financial issues were critical in
practice.
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