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paraphrase

Haiku is a short form of Japanese poetry with limited number of morae,
therefore elliptical and figurative expressions are commonly used. Furthermore, it is said that
haiku typically conveys two types of information: directly observed objects and implied sentiments
of the writer. In a series of researches, how students comprehend haiku and make their explications
were investigated. Results showed that students were likely to paraphrase the haiku into prose, but
were unlikely to refer to the writer®s feelings or thoughts. Exposure to other students®
explications had an affect on reexamination of their own explication, including reinstating of the
writer®s sentiments. Explication of elliptical expressions, such as Haiku, might have been
associated with not only comprehension of current digital linguistic information, but also metaphor
comprehension and/or amgiguous sentence comprehension. Theoretical and practical implications of
these findings are discussed.
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Table2  Participantsthat did not refer to the writer’s
sentiments in 1st explications

roferring to Ist Peers’ 2nd
sentimegnts explication explications explication
(n=4) (n=12) (n=4)
none 4 7 0
briefly
mentioned 0 ! 2
specifically
mentioned 0 4 !

other 0 0 1




Table3

Participants that mentioned to the writer’s
sentiments in 1st explications

. Ist Peers’ 2nd
referring to L S L
sentimonts explication explications explication
(n=17) (n=51) (n=17)
none 0 11
briefly 17 28 7
mentioned
specifically
mentioned 0 ? 6
other 0 3 3
Table4  Participants that elaborated the writer’s
sentiments in 1st explications
. Ist Peers’ 2nd
referring to L S L
senfiments explication explications explication
(n=11) (n=33) (n=11)
none 0 2 0
briefly 0 11 0
mentioned
specifically 1 17 9
mentioned
other 0 3 2
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