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Possibility that dispersal with a Tsunami wave Disaster promotes biodiversity

KOBAYASHI, Norio

3,200,000

2011
43

A great deal of debris reached to North American coast by a large Tsunami wave
which had occurred with the Great East-Japan Earthquake in 2011. To detect whether Japanese littoral
beetles expanded their distribution ranges to North American coast accompanied with debris by this big
wave or not, littoral beetle fauna was surveyed at more than 40 localities from North America west coast
to North Pacific Aleutian Islands, Unalaska.

As a result of the field survey for three years, six species of Hydrophilidae, one species of
Curculionidae, one species of Histeridae, one species of Salpingidae, and one species of Scarabaeidae
were collected, however, all these littoral beetles were North American origin. We failed to detect the
evidences of dispersal of littoral beetles from Japanese to North American coasts accompanied with the
debris by Tsunami wave of 2011 year, whereas it had been reported that some seaweeds migrated from
Japanese to North American coast with the debris by this wave.
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