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Investigative studies on the effect of moxibustion on Parkinson®s disease
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The effect of moxibustion on normal and Parkinson®s disease model animals were att
empted to show its effects on dopamine secretion, motor and other symptoms. The moxibustion on normal rats
resulted in the secretion of dopamine and c-fos expression in the striatum, also made the locomotor activ
ity higher. The synthetic activity of dopamine shown by the presence of tyrosine hydroxylase was made decr
eased, and c-fos expression in the striatum in the animals administered with 60HDA to the striatum. This
may indicate the dopamine secretion induced by moxibustion regulates the function of the striatum. The bod
y temperature of the animals administered with reserpine was made elevated by moxibustion. These reactions
of animals to moxibustion, dopamine secretion in the striatum; its activation by dopamine; increased loc
omotor activity; and the elevation of the body temperature, were suggested to be effective for the treatme
nt of the symptoms of Parkinson"s disease.
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