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(DTo clarify the role of spleen in bone metabolism, M-CSF-deficient mice and
wild-type mice were subjected to splenectomy or a sham-operation. Splenectomy completely suppressed
osteoclastogenesis in M-CSF-deficient mice. In contrast, splenectomy moderately suppressed
osteoclastogenesis in wild-type mice.

(2)Comparing_the gene expression profiles of IL-34-positive and IL-34-negative vascular endothelial cells
identifies differentially expressed genes. We focused on top-ranked genes which possess leading signal
peptide for secretion and membrane-anchoring.We are now addressing functional analyses of these ?enes.
(3)To elucidate mechanisms underlying the age-associated increase of IL-34 expressions in severa

tissues, we tried to establish the culture system for IL-34-positive vascular endothelial cells. However,
the expression level of IL-34 gradually decreased in long-term culture.
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