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We think that it is important to accomplish a comparative study of hand
evaluation of “ shittori” characteristic for fabrics between Japanese and foreigner. As the first
step in our analysis, we examined the English expression for the Japanese “ shittori” sensation of
fabric. In Hong Kong, we found “ baby’ s skin” was the preferred descriptor for hand evaluation of
Japanese “ shittori” . Fifteen words which describe the sense of “ shittori” and “ baby’ s skin”
were presented for Japanese subjects. Among those words, “ Warmth” , “ Smoothness” , “ Comfort” , “
Slippery” , “ Puni-Puni” , “ Sensitive” , “ White” , “ Red” and “ Transparence” were common
description for both “ shittori” and “ baby’ s skin” . Then the “ shittori” feeling for fabrics
was evaluated by manipulating fabrics according to the Kendall’ s rank method, the Normalized-Rank
Approach. “ Shittori” and “ baby’ s skin” were words of similar meaning.
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Table 1
No.1 No.5 No.2 No.4 No.3
Shittori ® L 3 ® ®
il 03 02 02 01 01 00 01 0.1 02 02
No.5 No.4 No.1 No.3 No.2
Softness ® PREEPY ° P
*x 05 04 03 02 01 00 01 02 03 04
No.1 No.2 No.4 No.3 No.5
Warmth ¢ ¢ — + ¢ @& — @ —
* 0.2 01 01 0.0 0.1 0.1 02
No.1No.2 No.3 No.4 No.5
Thickness. @@+ @+ . —+ . g+
*x 0.6 04 02 0.0 02 04 06 08 10

Figure 1 Subjective evaluation of “Shittori”,
“Softness”, “Warmth” and “Thickness”.
**1%, *5% significant



Table 1 Analysis of variance.
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